
Building Your Rain Garden  
 
Planning: How does a rain garden fit in your yard?. Consider which plants do well 
in our climate, bloom time, plant height and from which direction the rain garden 
will be viewed. Can the rain garden also provide wildlife habitat? 
 
Locating: Rain gardens should not be placed within 10 feet of a foundation or base-
ment, and  should not be located over septic tanks or drain fields. Be sure to talk with 
your neighbor if you plan on putting a rain garden near the property line, and con-
sider what effects a rain garden may have on your neighbors as well. 
 
Testing: Rain gardens only function when the soil can absorb the rain you  
capture. To test infiltration rates, dig a hole that is 6 inches deep. Fill the hole with 
water, let it drain, and fill it again. Water should drain completely from the hole 
within 24 hours. If it does not drain in this time, find a different location for the rain 
garden or consider amending the soil to increase its absorption rate. 
 
Site Preparation: After sizing the garden (see reverse side), define the edges of the 
garden using string or marking paint. Begin digging out the garden, sloping the sides 
at around 45 degrees to reduce sloughing. Keep the bottom of the garden as level as 
possible. Make an outlet that drains away from your house in case the garden over-
flows. This outlet can be a dry creek bed or other landscape feature that helps tie the 
rain garden into the rest of your yard. 
     If necessary, use pipe to convey the water from the downspout to the rain  
garden. Bury the pipe at least 12 inches deep and maintain adequate slope for drain-
age. 
     When you are happy with the layout of the garden, work 3-5 inches of compost 
into the soil with a shovel or roto-tiller. This will aid in infiltration and help the new 
plants get established. 
 
Select Plants: A number of resources are available to help you select plants.  Jack-
son SWCD has plant lists as well as rain garden planting plans. 
 
Maintenance: If watering is necessary, water deeply and infrequently. Weed as 
needed until plants become established and crowd out weeds. Prune as necessary 
unless you are interested in leaving material for wildlife feed or cover. 
 

For more information, please contact Jackson  
Soil & Water Conservation District: 

 

573 Parsons Dr, Medford, OR 97502 
541-734-3143 

www.jswcd.org 


