Wood-Nesting and Cavity-Nesting Bees

About 30 percent of our native bee species make their nests in old beetle tunnels in snags or similar locations. The
female bee builds dividing walls across the tunnel to make a line of brood cells. Where You can, retain snags. Where you
can’t, make some nesting blocks. (Alternatively, many garden centers and back yard bird shops sell them.)

* Nesting blocks. Bee blocks can be made by drilling nesting holes between 3/32” and 3/8” in diameter, at approxi-
mate 3/4” centers, into the side of a block of preservative-free lumber. The holes should be smooth inside, and
closed at one end. The height of the nest is not critical—8” or more is good—but the depth of the holes is. Holes less
than 1/4” diameter should be 3-4” deep. For holes 1/4" or larger, a 5-6” depth is best.

* Adobe blocks. In desert areas, adobe blocks can be made and drilled with holes as outlined above.

* Logs and snags. Get some logs or old stumps and place them in Sunny areas. Those with beetle tunnels are ideal.
Plant a few upright, like dead trees, to ensure some deadwood habitat stays dry. On the southeast side of each log,
drill a range of holes, as outlined above.

¢ Stem or tube bundles. Some plants, like teasel, bamboo, and reeds, have naturally hollow stems. Cut the stems
into 6” to 8" lengths. Be careful to cut the stems close to a stem node to create a tube with one end closed. Fifteen to

e Bare ground. Simply clear the vegetation from small patches of level or sloping ground and gently compact the soil

* Sand pits and piles. In a sunny, well-drained spot, dig a pit about 2’ deep, and fill it with a mixture of pale-colored,
fine-grained sand and loam. Where soils do not drain well, a pile of the sand/loam mixture can help, or make a
raised bed. If space is limited, you can fill planter boxes with the sand/loam mixture.

der grass tussocks. Where you can, keep patches of rough grass. Where you can't, consider building a nest box or two.

* Nest box. A simple wooden box, with internal dimensions of about 7" by 7" by 7”, made from preservative-free lum-
ber will work. Drill a few ventilation holes near the top (covered with door screen to deter ants) and some drainage

Place the box in an undisturbed site, in partial or full shade, where there is no risk of flooding. The box should be on or
just under the ground. If you bury it, extend the entrance tube so it gently slopes up to the surface. Put your nesting box
out when you first notice bumble bees in the spring, or when the first willows and other flowers are blooming, and be pa-
tient. There is no guarantee that bees will use your box. Only about one in four boxes get occupied. If it has no inhabi-
tants by late July, put the nesting box into storage until next spring.

For more pollinator conservation information, go to Www.xerces.org
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